R. R. BOLGAR (editor), Classical influences on European culture A.D. 1500-1700,
Cambridge University Press, 1976, 8vo, pp. xviii, 383, illus., £12.50. These twenty-seven scholarly essays were presented at a King's College, Cambridge, conference, without formal discussions. In 1971 a similar conference led to a wellreceived book, Classical influences on European culture A.D. 500-1500. The question, "What needs to be done?" added to the title of the meeting, but not to that of the book, indicates the intentions of the organizers: "to call attention to the gaps in our knowledge about the influence of classical learning". An item in the excellent index will lead the reader to "Research opportunities".
The papers are grouped into 'Catalogues and editions of humanist works' and 'The humanists in the Renaissance'. In the latter there are articles on 'The humanist contribution to the arts of discourse', 'Humanism and religion', 'Humanism and political thought' and 'The contribution of the humanists to the useful and the fine arts'. Although science and medicine have been purposely excluded, there is a geat deal here for students of renaissance and seventeenth-century medicine. The essays are by renowned experts, written with authority and impeccable scholarship. Their book can be strongly recommended.
